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with hooligan tactics to see if it succeeds, so that they might syste-
matize it into a regular art of political warfare against the Congress
in the coming Council and Assembly elections in November."
I have purposely erased names of  men and places;
for, their discovery is not required for my purpose.    Time
for expedient non-violence passed away long ago.    Those
who cannot be non-violent at heart are under no obliga-
tion to be non-violent under the circumstances moniioncd
by the correspondent. Though non-violence is the croed
of the Congress, nobody now refers to the creed for being
or remaining non-violent. Every Congressman who is non-
violent, is so because he cannot be otherwise.    My advice,
therefore, emphatically is that no one need refer to me or any
other Congressman for advice in the matter of non-violence.
Everyone must act on his own x'esponsibility, and interpret
the Congress creed to the best of his ability and belief.    I
have often noticed that weak  people have taken shelter
under the Congress creed or under my advice,  when they
have simply, by reason of their cowardice, been unable to
defend their own honour or that of those who were entrusted'
to their care.   I recall the incident  that happened near
Bettiah when non-co-operation was at   its height.  Some
villagers were looted.   They had fled, leaving their wives,
children and belongings to the mercy of the looters.    When
I rebuked them for their cowardice in thus neglecting their
charge, they shamelessly pleaded  non-violence. I publicly
denounced their conduct  and said that my non-violence
fully accommodated violence  offered  by  those  who   did
not feel non-violence and who had in their keeping the
honour   of their   womenfolk and  little   children.    Non-
violence is not a cover for cowardice, but it is the supreme
virtue of the brave.    Exercise of non-violence requires far
greater bravery than that of swordsmanship.    Cowardice
is   wholly   inconsistent   with   non-violence.   Translation
from swordsmanship to non-violence is possible and,    at
times, even an easy stage. Non-violence, therefore, presup-
poses ability to strike.   It is a conscious deliberate restraint
put upon one's desire for vengeance. But vengeance is any
day superior to passive, effeminate and helpless submission.
Forgiveness  is  higher  still. Vengeance   too   is weakness.